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1 4 
To 


Sr. Richard Osbaldeſton Knight. 


Sin. 
was at once Prevailed with to make this Sermon publick, 


and D:termind in the choice of your Patronage ;, not that I 
have any thing to ſay in behalf of the Performance, but that tis 
well and Piouſiy deſign d. I have Endeavour to Vindicate, 
and Eſtabliſh a truth, of great Importance to Religion, and 
which has a dire Influence upon the PraJiſs of it; mere Antho- 
rityof any Weight in Diſcailbions of this Nature, I ſhould have 
been ſilent in an Argument, wherein I diſſent from Monſieur 
Malebranch, who has defended his Opinion with that moving 
force and Penetration of thought, which is purnliar to him, and 
whoſe very Eſcapes are Entertaining above all things in the 
World to thoſe who do not prefer truth above evcry thing, but T fol- 
low no Mun, nor any number or Diſtinckion of Men, a ginſt the 
Ewidence of things, or what I apprehen4 to be ſo. 

And therefore, Sr. I would not Entitle any thing in the 
following Diſcourſe to your ProteFion, any further thax you julge 
it Reaſonable ; not Excepting what I have offir1, by way of br 
ference in Relation to the Church of England. Tho I know 
there is no Gentleman in the Communion of it more Sincerely 
deſires to ſee it upon a laſting Foundation of Peace and Se- 
cuariy, 

Tet I hape my Zeal for its Service, has not carry d me, be- 

yond the Bounds of Decency. *Tis hard under Violent and pub. 

lick provacations, in things, which affe# ws in our neareſt , 

Intereſts, an1 mt tender Paſſions, to ohſer ve a Temper ; But noi h- 

ing is Imo ſible to the ingenuity of that Spirit, which Atnates 

all the true Members of the Chi reb; and which the Charitable 
1 l 


Prin- 
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all her DoGrines, and the Candor N 


of her Diſcipline, have ſo Peculiar a Tendence to Inſpire. 


Tour Sentiments in favour of ſo excellent a Conſtitution are 


Principle, that runs through 


mhrded; upon reaſon, but tis your happineſs too that they deſcend 
10 jon by Tuberitance, and that you have been all along confirm 
in them, by two powerfull and living Examples; we ought to 
follow no Precedents againſt the light of our own minds, but 
tic the Glory of a Gentlemen to maintain the Character of hjs 
Family, in a juſt and Reaſonable conduct; did not the Name 
on derive from your worthy Father oblige you to ſuch a Conduci, 
\ you. cannot. forget your Relation to that of Wentworth _ 
Mere I not reſolved to Tranſgre(s againſt the Ordinary Rules 
of Addreſſes in this kind, T ſhould Repreſent you in thoſe other 
\Bualifications which render you ſo happy in the Eſteem and love 
of your Country; A juſt return for your faithful, and Conſtant 
Applications, in all the Capacitys you Serve it. 
But tio you will not permit me to purſne this Subject, the 
motives to Gratitude, from my own particular Obligations are 
Iuvincible. 1 N or forge them, while I Remember 
am a Chriſtian. Next to the pious Office and Honour you 
did me, at my Baptifm into the briftian Truth, and the pureſt 
Communion of it, I Embrace. this ublick Occaſion of thanking ; 
you, foi the Particnlar care you took, to ſee me confiru d in them. 
Wonld all Gentlemen con ſider their Obligations under the ſame 
truſt, there might be hopes of bringing the People to ſome ſenſe | 
of a Duty, which they Engage themſelves in the moſt Solemn 
auammer 10 perform, for after all the ſchemes of Reformation, the 
Examples af Perſons of- Di tinction, will moſt Efectually Ne- 
commend Religion to the World : Her e was ſenfible of this 
when ſhe took: up that noble Reſolution of onouring none, but 
: Perſons of known, Principles and Probity, with her Diſtingwiſh- 
ing. Favours: The Thoughts of Men are Generally ſo taken up, with 
what cores in ile way of their Senfes, ard ſo little Accuſtom'd 
12 ubſira? Reaſoning. tha; Nebel Truth Operates but very. ſlonly 
ben thee z, the prop! H nay of Juſiruing them is by ſenſible 
| | Wand tht | Sen AY | 8 
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uments, ing them Vertue Alive and in Motion and 
— 4% Kale of Religion ier ben, as it — in 

lours. 

Tir to be attributed to the Influence of your own, and your 
Family's Example, in a conſtant and devout Attendance on 
God's Publick worſhip, that you have the happineſs to ſee every 
Lord's-day, and on all other Occaſions, one of the moſt Regular 
and Conformable Congregations, that I know, for the Quality of 
i- | 

For I ſpeak, nothing Sr. but upon my Knowledge and Obſer- 
vation, Flattery is «Vice, which almoſt all Dedications diſclaim 
end are full of, but a Clergyman ought to diſclaim his Charac- 
ter, that incurs the Imputation of it, there is nothing more my 
Averſion, or which I am confident you wou d be lejs diſpos d 
to Pardon, and therefore I hope you will believe me, in all 


Sincerity. BB YO £4 


S I R, 
Your moſt faithful Obedient Servant, 


Richard Fiddes. 
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Plalm, 56. 7. 
"Who ſtilleth the noiſe of the Seas, the noiſe of the Waves, 


1 and the madneſs of the People. , 


+ He Principles of Atheiſm are given up by all Philoſo- 
phers as Untenable. And it God made the World, 
 B there are inyincible reaſons, from the ends of his mak- 
ing it, to ſhow that he governs it, eſpecially mankind, 
who are at once the moſt necdful, and the moſt noble objects 
of his Government. 
The Queſtion is, whether God, in the courſe of his Proyi- 
dence, act only in Purſuance of certain General and Uniform 
Laws, or by immediate, and particular Wills. 

I hat he Procceds in the latter Way, both with Reſpect to 
his Government of the Material and Moral World, I think 
[ have ſufficient reaſon to determin from the Authority of the 
Royal Prophet, in theſe words, who, to convince us more Ef. 
feftuai.y of a ſpecial Interpoling Providence, inſtances in two 

es of it, which at all others are the ſeaſt accountable from any 

henomena of Natural or Moral Cauſes; and therefore are im- 
8 to be aſcrid d to him, who has all the Powerfof moti- 
on, and hearts of men in his hand. 

F Ibo frilleth t 5 Wiſ⸗ of the Seas, the noi ſe of tbe Waves, and ths 
wadneſs of the *eople. _\_.. | Fo OY _ 

- So-that che truth I ſhall endeavour to Eſtabliſu, and confirm 
from theſe Words, and what I doubt not, was the ſence of Holy 
David in them, is this, that God in the Government of Man- 
kind, Acts by immediate, and particular Wills. 

Hill, In the Government of Nature, or the Material World. 
One would think an Argument upon this principle needleſs, but a 
Las ſpecious Hypotheſis, which I take to be of ill Conſequence to 
Religion, has engag'd me in it. Tis pretended, that God Al- 
mighty form'd a Deſign of ry the World, and having a 
perfect view of all poſhble means of executing his deſign, in a 
way.molt worthy of him, ought to proportion his work to his 

N * wiſdom, 


(2) 
wiſdom, and to lay down ſuch a Simple and uniform Scheme of 
it; that the great Machin he was about to Erect, ſhould Re- 
gularly perform all its motions, without his interpoſing every 
moment to direct or vary them; as Mechanicks are forc'd to 

do with Artificial movements. 
In proportion to the Wiſdom, the leſs complicated are the 
Wills of any Agent; tis the Character of Forclight and Pe- 
netration, to form and proceed to the cxecution of our Deſigns, 
without Embaraſſing them, and obliging our ſelves on every 
Occaſion to take new Meaſures. 5 

Few Perſons will entertain any great Opinion of the Prudence 
of that Man, who builds or Plants, and yet is continually al- 
tering the Modell of his Houſe or Garden, and proceeds by no 
ſettled Rule, or Method in his Conttivance. a 

And if God, when he had made the World, and Eſtabliſh'd cer- 
tain Laws of Motion, mult yet be conceiy'd at every turn to in- 
71775 in the Regulation of them, what will become of the 

iſdom, and Perfection of his Nature, or how ſhall we recon- 
cile ſuch a conduct with the Idea of a Being, who at one view 
takes in all poſſible means of Effecting his Deſigns, in the moſt 
admirable and Exquiſite manner: This being the principal Ob- 
zection againſt the Propoſit ion, I have laid down, I ſhall eu- 
deayout to confute it, Firft, by expoling the Error, and in con- 
ſequence of it, 21y by conſidering the Effects of the Fall, and 37 
by ſhowing, that the whole Tenor of the Scriptutes is on tha 
Side of rhe Queſtion, I have undertaken to defend. iv 

Firſt, This Objcction is fallacious, ts a Sophiſm, as Logicians 
term it, of imperfect Enumeration: it proceeds wholly upon 2 
Corfideration of the Divine Wiſdom in the Creation of the 
World, without regard to his orher Atributes, or the ends he 
had in Creating it; had there been no communication of Moti- 
ons betwixt Bodys and Spirits, or betwixt the Natural and Mor- 
al World; the Wiſdom of God, abſtractedly conſider d, ought 
perhaps to have ſettled ſuch a conſtant, and uniform order, as is 
contended for; fo that Matter an- Motion being ſer to wot 
they might have gone Regular: without his intetpoſition, 

ut God. having raiſi'd this noble Fabrick, not merely for the 
Manifeſtation of his Wiſdom in the Art and Contrivancę of it, 
* f his Goodneſs and many times his Juſtice too, in adapting 
the Motions of it, to the ſtate and condition of free Agents; 
if theſe Ends car not be attaiued, without his Interpoſeing by 

_ Particular 


(3) 

particular Wills, then tis no defect in his Wiſdom to do it; 
on the other hand, twould rather be a reproach to his Wiſdo 
for the ſake of the regularity of his Work, to loſe the mo 
beneficial and conſiderable ends of it. : 

Now nothing in the World ſeems more obvious, than that a 
General Law cannot be ſuited to accidentall Emergencys, and 
particular caſes, or, in other Words, that brute and Inſcnſare 
matter, whoſe motions are ſuppos'd Im nutably fixed and deter- 
mind, cannot acconimodate it ſelf to the ſeveral Gon and of 
free, and murable Agents, ſo as to become the proper iuſtrumeuts 
of Reward and Punithnents to them. 852. 

Ther, who are in the contrary Hypotheſis, do in Effect con- 
ſeſo this, when they tell us, that upon certain Extraordi- 
nary occaſions, may, without Derogating from the Wiſdom of 
his ConduR, exert a miraculous and ſupernatural Power, which 
is a tacit Confeſſion at leſt, that we ought not to form an 14:4 
of the W iidom of God, merely from the Simplicity of his L2ws 
and the Reguliarity of his Work, but from the Ends and uſes, 
he propoſes to ſerve by it. | | 

and good of Mankind being the great 


Now the Government, 
ends of the divine axconomy, and to which all other Laws 


un to give place, God may be induc'd in innumerable. Cales, 
and in favour of innumerable particular Perſons, to vary or ſui- 
nend the general Laws of Motion. A General by whom He has 
of his providence to ſerve, is preſerv'd in ſaurpriz- 


ſome great deſi 
ing manner; God covers his Head in the day of Battel, in the 


midſt of dangers, and the Inſtruments of Death, Tho' a Thou- 
ſand fall beſides him, and Ten Thouſand at his right Hand. 

A berſon of Eminent Parts and Picty, whoſe Service the 
Church ſtands in need of, eſcapes an Epidemical infection, he is Ex- 
empted from the common malignity of the Peſtilence, that wall- 
eth in Darkneſs, and from the Sickneſs that Deftroyeth at Noon-day. 
The Order of Providence, which is God's Principal deſign, 
Requires, that ſich Perſons could be diſtringuiſh d in common 
Dangers and Calamitys; but according to the Order of Nature, 
4 Cannon Ball, or a Peſtilentiall vapour, neither knows, nor 
can make any ſuch Diſtinction ; we ſhould thretore according to | 
the Senſe of the wiſeſt of Men, and the Hiſtorys of all Ages 
aſcribe ſuch ſignal Deliverances to the ſpecial favour and protection 


of Heayen; Indeed particular perſons whatſoever Character they 
B 3 ſuſtain 


| | (40 
uſtain, are only to be ſay'd, in general Calamitys, by patticular 
Providences. Net ERNI bas echo or n 
And herein the Divine conduct is highly agrecable to the na- 
tural Reaſon and Practiſs of Mankind. All wite men poſtpone 
a leſs to a Greater, and more Noble Deſign; and the wiſdom of 
God obliges him, for ends ſuperiour to the Order of nature, to 
alter or ſuſpend the ordinary courſe of ite. 
If it be ſaid, this will introduce a' conſtant ſeries of Miracles, 
I ſhall not conteſt much about words. Miracles are God's reſtrv'd 
Prerogative, which he never makes uſe of, but upon very Ex- 
traordinary occaſions, and that without the Concurrence and 
Subſerviency ot Second Cauſes; So that his action is always viſi- 
ble in them, and particularly deſigned to be ſo; but in the Or- 
dinary courſe of his Providence, he directs and Aſſiſts nature in 
a way more agreable, and which offers leſs violence, to the 
viſible order of it; but we have no leſs reaſon, as I ſhall make 
appear afterwards, to believe his ſpecial Interpoſitions becauſs 
his Operation in hem does not always Strike our Senſes. We 
find, in a Thouſand inſtances we have à Power our ſelves, to 
ſtop, or return, or haſten the Motion of Bodys, or to alter the 
Direction of their Motion; ſhall we deny this power to God 
who moves them? The beſt Philoſophers being now. compell 
to reſolve all motion into his immediate impulſe; or ſhall we 
deny this power to thoſe ſuperior, Miniſterial Agents, God may 
Employ to this ehd; for what Reaſo nnn 
Secondy, That God Acts by particular Walls, 2 from 
the effects of the Fall: The Work of an infinitly Wiſe and Power- 
full Being onght in it ſelf confider'd, to have no defects; but the 
World, as appears from Monſtrous Productions, abortive-Births 
and other diſorde:s of Nature, is not without them: What Gall 
we aſcribe theſe Irregularitys to? To the Simplicity of the Laws 
of Motion? If ſo, they would have happen'd had not Mankind 
Sind, and by this means Innocent Pertons had Suffer'd, without 
their Demerits wich is Contrary to Order, and ſome of the 
moſt clear ard Diſtinct Ideas, we have of the Divine Attributes. 
We muſt therefore attribute theſe Evils of Puniſhment to the 
Poſſitive Will of Ged; and the Curſe which the fin of Man 
provek'd him to inflict on his Works This change of the Pri- 
mitive Order, and Inſtitution of Nature is not only evident from 
ccripture; bur has. been oblerv'd by thoſe who underſtood not 
the reaſons of it; Phyloſophers could not reconcile it with the 


honour 


(5) 
honour bf the Deity that henſhould diſmiſs, a work fiom his 
hands, wherein teu thought, there were tuch! Manitcle marks 
of Imperſection. Twas te little purpols to aſcribe the ditorders 
of Nature to the Sius of Men, as natural Effects and Cenſcquence, 
of it ʒ they muſt have been very hard put tot. to dicoVef the 
connection berwix Hurricanes aud Earthquakes, an the violent, 
and [Irzegalatdnorions of: Mu Appetites- Luculd puple, us Ex- 
tremely to ſhow; that becauſe Alan Eat of the furhidden Fruit 
therefore Beaſts immediately withdrew their Subyetion, ar 
were diſposd to Feed, and Prey upon one another this. 15 t9;puth 
the conſequences of the Fall reo far. Fig much more reaſons 
able to impijte theſe deviation. from, the, att Order of, Nature 
to the Moſaick Account, And-the pes Malediction cf Heayens 
Which by che way, ſeems a good Argument, that God docs ut 
by a fix d and Determinate Law, diſpoſe the Order of things, 
or che Puniſument of, fice Agents, before they have Actually 
merited ſuch Puniſlnent. IL oblcrye: this, becaule, great 1 8 
hive e e at dhe Deluge, accoidiiꝶ co. cle bit; · 

i'd coutſe of; things s; mult, ipcvit Rl aye... happer'd, at 
he time and her Mmanpqr it did, which ſuppoſcs, God had 
id a fix d and Im able Scheme tor the Deltruftiou of Man- 
kind, defore he: Created them, and, which they might not have 
ler d. Tis due. God: Almighty, forſce their dements,, but 
ais does nt: altogether! reconcile; a, Stated and. Predetermin d 
nyhment; With the Liberty, of a tree! Agent, a gteat many. dit: 
ultys miglit be urg d againſt ſuch a Procedure, which tis not 
Eaſy to ſurmount, tis more Human at leſt, and level to the 
Apprehenſions of Men, to ſuppoſe God procecds in bringing the 
Deluge, as herdid in, bringing | the Curſe upon the Earth, aud 
eee Immediate e e change. of the Older 
0 ature, : | b OF F ** , A 
Tis ſaid indeed, and may he urg'd in favour of the contrary 
Opinion, that the Effects of the Curie did not take place till 
the tame of rhe Deluge; that, twas the great fecundity of the 
Earth, which gontributed ſo much to the Luxury and Corruption 
of it's Iohabitants; as. if there were, not tempations enough to 
ſin in a Degencrate World, beſides thoſe Ariſing from Fate 
and Plenty. But this notion is ditectly contrary to the Moſaick 
Account, of the Fall, it appears from it, that the execution of 
the Curſe Immediately follow'd the Sentence. V hen thou til eft 
the Ground fays God to Cain, . Hall not henceforth yield unto t 


- 
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(6) 
ber Strexgth. Now, tho? we ought not to envy Men che inge. 
nuity of their Theorys and Speculations, yer if we allow God 
may recede from the' the Laws, on any occaſion, why not u 
on ſo Extrodinary an event, as the Extirpation of t whole 
Race of Mankind, from the Face of the Earth, but one Family 


Hut whether the Diſorders of Nature are to be imputed to 
the Fall, as moral or natural Effects of it; *ris viſible, things are 
in a diſorderly State, this is the moſt reaſonable account of the 
words of the Apoſtle, That the whole Creation groaneth, and Travol- 
erh in Pain. Rom. S, 22, ver. There is not now, that Har- 
monious Communication of —— Bodys, which was 
Originally Eftabliſh'd, but things are very much out of their 
natural State, and Scituation, and indeed 'twill be hard to affign 
any tollerable Reaſon, or end of Providence in Peſtilence, Fa- 
min, and Earthquakes, but in conſequence of the Fall. Now 
upon this ſuppoſition, that things are in à diſorderly ſtate; 
God may not only highly couſiſtent with the Wiſdom of God, 
but his goodneſs ſeems in a peculiar manner to oblige him ro 
prevent, by particular Wills, the Effects of theſe diſorders upon 
good Men; and to exempt them, from thoſe common Calami- 

tys, which were inſtituted only for the puniſhment of fin, 
To this it may be Objected, that Laws whereby the 
orld is Govern'd, being uniform and General, and every way 
ſuited to the dignity of their Author, they muſt neceſſaryly be 
attended with unhappy conſequences with a = particular 
— Men; and tis thought no reflection on the g. or Juſtice of 
Human Legiſlators, that the Effects of their Laws fall heavy 
on certain 8, | befides the Intention of them, tis ſufficient 
to anſwer, that Human Legiflators cannot forſec all the Parti- 
cular grievances ot General Laws, if they could, Juſtice would 
Oblige them to make particular clauſes and exceptions, in fav- 
our of the Perſons agricv'd ; I ſhall conclude the Argument with 
applying this to che conduct of God, whoſe Wiſdom diredts 
him to make uſe of the moſt Simple, General and Comprehenſive 
Laws, but always in a way congruons to the reſt of his glori- 

eus Attributes, and worthy of him. 

proceed in the 3d. place, to conſider the Senſe, and Au- 
thoriry of the Holy Scriptures in this Argument; which indeed 
abcands with fo many plain, and full proof of the Truth, I 
am afferting, that there is no poſſible Anſwer to be me to 


(7) 
them, bur by ſaying; they are ſo many Anthropologys, whereb 
God Alm — accommodates himſelf to the Common N 
ons, and apprehenſions of Men, which is an Argument, that this 
Principle, is founded at once in the natural Sence, and Reaſon 
of Mankind, and agreeable to the Intention of God in Holy 
Writ. So that Suppoling the contrary Hypothelis to be true, 
3 ougat 


I think Philoſophers to keep it to themſelyes; thoſe e⸗ 
ſpecially,” who profeſs any veneration for the divine Oracles, 
or the Wiidom of God in them. a Fran 
The deſign of the. Holy Scripture is to quicken our Faith, 
and inflame our devotions towards God; who does not pers 
ceive theſe Graces will be moſt naturally and effectually ex- 
cited in us, if we believe God acts by Special Interpoſitions 
of his Providence, and that he has reſery'd to himſelf a Power 
over ſecond cauſes, to * or reſtrain their Influences, as 
he ſces fit; if we be firmly Eſtabliſh'd in this belief, the Rea- 
ſons of Prayer and Devotion are not only Plain, and level to 
our apprehenſions, but the Motives to them Irrefiſtible ; and 
rhaps there is no better account to be given of the general 
devotion of Men, than that they are not fully convinc'd of 
this Important Truth. Tis a juſt and pertinent Remark Sueto- 
zious makes on the Emperour Tiberius circa Dee, & religiones neg- 
ligentior erat, 'quippe addidus Mathematia, per ſvaſoniſ q; plenus —_ 
Hate di. and i if all Effects come to pals. by {a fatal, and 
fix d chain of Natural Cauſes, twill be hard to evince the neceſſi- 
ty of Prayer to Chriſtians, as a means of averting any Evil, or 
— ina Bleſſing upon them: Nay upon this perſuaſion, 
(which has always been ſo juſtly Sulpedted of Irreligion) it ſeems 
not only vain, bur impious for a Man under auy Mortal dif- 
tetnper to pray to to delivet him from the Effects of it, 
of to give any Efficacy tu the medicine he takes, ſeeing in order 
to this, God muſt change the ſettled and general Method of his 
acting, wich ſuppos d conſiſtent with his Wiſdom, and repugnant 
to his decrees for him to do, and | conſequently inconſiſtent 
ow that 1 Honour and Regard we owe to his Attributes, 
Tis to remove a Principle, which ſo dixectly tends to im- 
ety, but Which lyes at the Bottom of the Hearts of too many 
Men, that God in Scripture repreſents himſelf as doing what- 
ever is done by the mediation of ſecond Cauſes 4 and as Afhit- 
ing our Prayers not by any diſpoſition of Mechanical Laws, 
upoti 


(8) 

pot We forligtit of tem; wicht is altogetlier incometivable; 
| 235 rede dach Acts of his Power. ie the Lad 
pf illeth and maketh- alive, tis he thatt bringeth down to the 
11 25 aud bringeth up. 1 Sam. 2. Mir he that heſſeth Men, with 
Kin M tbeir Labour ene, in the Field, and in every 
FTE 75 72 D and into. Dot? 1278, 7 Ii "be. that con- 
55 ede, vr h hin iu tie f Buüds, thi prefers 
hos 2 ul de; that Meſſoth bim npow the Earth, und de: 

Radar) Bin xet.ivto the ban of bis Enemys, that rengtbeots bins up: 
on his * F Langaiſbiug, and maketh all hie Bed in bis Sickiefe. 
Pfal. Z 2; — a Word tis he that Directs the order of 
thoſe; e ar 22 — xeſiral and fortuitous, and the 
ga r 
ce, 


| ſeek yt co depehd on the Atbitary 
and" Wills"b Menz CE of lots; or drawing 
them forth: The lat i mm Into the Lap, but the whole: diſpoſing i: 
"the Lod; Pro. 1 iel Twill be hard to explain thete pat: 
ges in ati't rellig1 le- Manner, much mort to diſcover the, Wilk 
m, and Gefgn GE chem, bo upon dhe Principle: . 
airiß 1 2113\ 10 note 90 57 39095 13 15% on 21 li 72 [12 
"IF it be aid, chat im the oidinaiy courſe: of things, 
no motiots communicated to Bodys, but according; to chef Eſta- 
bliſbed Laws of Narute ; Fanſwer Got would have F aith in 
len to he che Effect Effet. "at choice, ad not bf au invincible force 
Mn: thi ſenſes; ant] Dre thb! wel dw not fee His acι 
it! thb! overrating difpehſadions'of his Providence} w have, h 
leſs rcaſon to believe it; on that account; particularly as to 
his Governing the Opperations and directing the Influence of 
thoſe das gm Springs of whbſe motwnt lye-marc; remote from 
bung Ki 2 An Obſervation $ius© ichn Kain, the Wind, 
ard *the-Seas TC eerning: Wiehl, the Pro idence r 
Scriptuxe is tepreſented mote \partwidarly/ over unt and em- 
ploy'd, and the greateſt difficuſtys in natural Philbſophiy pro- 
posd. That Job. 28. 6. Haß thou entered into tie Springs of th 
$:2,' or baff than' wal Ed in the fearghof the denth and not only im 
ne wor cet ere bus Pfala So. The bialmiſt magnifys 
it, as a 1} 22 ok me Divine Power and Providence, that 
cilimns che Rate When no wiliblr, (ard/pechaps aftet all 
the efforts ot 110 ring no natuta Ecauic,) can be Aſſiai d; for 
their ſuddatn receſs?! O Lord Gai of Hoſts,” whois a Stron: Lord, like 
unt thee or thy Faithfulrsſ# vou about thee, thou vuleſt the raging of 
the Sem; hen ds V aves thereof ariſe, thou ftilleſt them. Tanzen 
y 
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{;- 45 to the Winds, our Lord himſelf has Determind, that the 
inorions of it are not to he accounted from any known Nati» 
ral Principle. The M ind bloweth where it liſteth, and thou heareſt the 
ſound thereof, but cannct tell whence it cometh ar where it goeth, 
Toh. 3. 8. The ſame difficultys may be obſery'd concerning the 
Clouds and the Rain. Fob pnts it as an inſuperable one, Ch: 36. 
29. Can any pres the ſpreading of the Clouds * Indeed the 
beſt account natural Philoſophy has given us of this matter ſeems 
to leave it a problem ſtill: After all, the fine ſphærical Bubles, 
which are ſaid to compoſe the Clouds, and the Subtle Spirituous 
matter inclos d in them, *rwill be hard to Demonſtrate, that 
the Air they Swim in, is not Specifically lighter, eſpecially when 
tis much Rarify'd. And therefore Fob, who had Doubtlefs 2 
great Inſight into the ſecrets of Nature, choſe rather to reſolve 
the ſuſpenſions of the Clouds, in a medium leſs Grofs, than them- 
ſelves into the immediate Action of God. He bind:th up the Waters, 
ſays. be, in his thick Clouds, and the Cloud's is not Rent, under them. Job. 
26. 8. However this be, we are aſſur d, God in a 2 man- 
ner Appropriates to himſelf the dipoſition of all the Ran, that 
falls upon the Earth. Lev. 26. He promiſſes the Jews, le will give 
them Rain in due Seaſov, acordingly he tells them by the Prophet 
Joel. 2. 23. That he hath og them the former Rain maderately, and 
willcauſe to come down for them Rain, the former Rain, and the latter 
Rain, on the other hand, *tis be that withboldeth the Showers. Jer. 
N 3. Aid Shutteth up Heaven that there be no Rain, 2 Chron: 7. 13. 

peculiar is the Prerogative of God, in the diſtribution of the 
Rain, that the Prophet ſeems to exclude even Secondary and na- 
tural Cauſes from contributing any way towards it. Are there, 
fays' he any among the vanitys of the Gentiles, the Celeflical Bodys that 
can cauſe Rain; for ſo he Explains himſelf in the next Words, 
of can the Heavens give ſhowers, art thou not he O Lord God, therefore 
we will wait on thee, Jer, 14, 22. 

But it is ſaid, if God in the Government of nature Acted b 
particular Wills, all events would beat the Character of his Acti- 
on; He would never do any aug e and Superfluous, 
or to no purpoſe, for Inſtance, if 
the Clouds to Rain, the water would only fall where *tis need- 
full to fructif/ the Earth or is Commodious to it's Inhabitants, 
but not on Houſes or Highways- or Places, where 'tis Superfluous 
this is no new Objection, tis as Old as Fob : That God ſhould 
cauſe to Rain on the Earth, as no Man it on the Mild neſs, where 
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ſhould immediately cauſe 
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liberty of human Actions, deſtroy the Merit of Fay 91 
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in there is no Man, Job. 38. 26. But to this we ite able to give 
a ſatis factory, and particular Anſwer: Beſides we cannot Com- 
prehend all the Motives upon which. the moſt perfect Being Acts, 
and that tis Impious to Aſſert any. Eyent uſeleſs, becauſe we 
Perceive not all the Ends, and uſes of it; beſides this, 1525 there 
are very Wiſe, and Fe Reaſons to ſhow, why | od in the 
fall of the Rain, and other Providential Diſpenſatious, does not 
make ſo Viſible and Remarkable a Diſtinction, as the Objocti- 
on Suppoſes requiſite, namely, as I intimated before, that ſuch 
a.conſtant-ſexies of Miracles, would be two gteat a Byaſß on the 


contrary, to that ſuperior Order, God has Eſtabliſh'd for 2 
Government ot the Moral World ; which is to perſwade Men, 
but not ĩrreſiſtibly to oyerrule their Choice: Upon others perhaps 
ſich Miraculous and: Extroardinary, Methods would have differ- 
ent Effects, twould put Philolophical heads on forming new Schemes 
aud Tkeorys to account for them, upon Mechanical Principles; 
which ſome Atheiſtical Witts have attempted to refolye Miracles 
into, | notwithſtanding. their 1nfrequency and Paucity of their 
Number: but if Miracles were frequent, and came down in 
ſhowers of Rain or Hail, they would more Apparent! loſ their 
Force and Efficacy, and the Power, God hath reſeryec 70 melt 
to Signify his Will, and Pleaſure by them in a Peculiar manner, 
tor the confirmation. of the Truth, or the Conviction of Infidels, 
would be render'd Inſignificant, if Men won't be Perſwaded by 
cettain Miraclous facts, that happen very rarely, and upon particular 


treaſon and Occaſions, theit would be le ſi hopes of Remoycing ther 
Prejudices, if ſuch Facts occur d eyery day, the) might then have ſome 
t better Pretence to Alcribe them to tlie Las of Mechaniſm, or cer- 


"tain unknown Combinarions of Matter, and Motion, which his at 
=_ very good Argument, for God's Confirming ati Revelation 
or Particular Comiſſion from him b Miracles; and for is ceaſ- 
ing, or diſcontinuing the Power of Miracl.s, when once ſuch a 
Confirmation is made. he moſt confideral e Authority I know 
of, which is urg d from SUL in Favour of che contrary Hypo: 
theſis is chat of the Pſalm. 148, 6. Where God 15-ſud to have given 
Natural Bodys ſuch a Law as ball wot be broken,” But there is no diff - 
culty in giving a Solution, to thele. Wetan they ares as, qppears 
from the Courcxt, e x underſtood of Gd pre- 
ſerving the Cæleſtial Bodys, particulatly the Sun and Mon in 
their Proper State, and der; but not of his TT. | 
| 4 
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Motions, and inflences; to explain the Words in this ſcuce 
would be contrary, (as I hope, 1 have Sufficiently made appear ) 
to the General current, and Deſign of the Scriptmes. _ f 
proceed in the ſecond place to ſhow, that God acts by parti- 
cular Wills, in the Government of the Moral World, But this 
] ſhall not ſong Inſiſt upon: All Pagan, as well as Chriſtian The- 
ology, and Religion ſuppoſe and proceed upon it, the Govern- 
ment of the Jews, what is it for fo many years but a continued 
Theoctacy? wherein God Almighty determin'd the Succeſhon of 
their Princes, preſided in their Counſels, and went forth with their 


Armys, but their was one ſpecial, and ſtanding Monument of 


his Kendence among them, which I cannot omit Obſerving to 
yon, and that was protecting them from the incui ſions of their 
Enemys, when their Males went up, at three ſtated times of the 


Year, to Worſhip. What was it that Reſtrain'd the Encmys. 


of {arel, when they knew the Nakedneſs of their Land, from 
makeing a deſcent upon it? The Nations that us'd to meet the 
Armys' of the living God in the Field, decline the Advantage 
of Entering an open, a Defenceleſs, and adjoy ning Country ; to 
what ſhall we Impute a conduct, ſo Irreconcilible with the ſettled 
Maxims of human Wiſdom, and Policy? to what? But to the 
ſpecial Interpoſition of the Supreme Diety; Who dors according to 
his will among the Inhabitants of the Earth. Dan. 4. 35. Ard 
who b-weth 'when be ſees fit, the Hear's of a whole Nation or People as 
the Heart of one Man, the 2 Sam. 19, 14. J 
And indeed if God do not overrule the Inclinations and De 
ſigns,” and Actions of Men, twill be hard to give any Toles 


ble, or intelligible account of ſeveral Texts of Scripture. & 


mon who ſeems to have defign'd nothing more, than to Eſtabliſh 
the belief of a particular Providence, tells us, that the preparation 
of the' Heart it f the Lord, and that the Anſwer of the Tongue is of *. 


the” Lord. Prov. 6. iff. and Verſe the 3d. Iis the Lord that 
E/abliſheth: the thoughts, and Verſe the 9th, 4 Man's heart diviſeth 
hs Way, but the Lord dizedeth, his ſteps. And again, Chap. 20. 24. 
Man's goings ate” of the Lord, he directs our Motions to Ends 
and Events we” never thought of, how; then can a Man underſtand 
lis wn Way': Twould be as endleis to Cite Human Authors to this 
Purpoſs. Cerro, ho underſtood, and ſpoke the'Sence of Human pa- 
ture, as well as any one of them lays it down as a General, and 
Fundamental Rule; St hec a Principto per ſuuſum Hominibus, Dominos 
He omnium Ræ um, et mc derateres 2 caq; quæ Qrrunt ur; eorum geri 
l 2 
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ditione, ac numine And elſe where, that without the ſpecial 
Communications ard Influx of Heaven, no Man ever rcac|: d 
any extroardinary Excellency, in any kind. Nemo unquam Vir 

magnus extitit fine aliq us Divino numinis Afflatu. 
ut having inſiſted ſo long upon my former Particular, I ſhall 
not perſue this Argument, ( which I wiſh there were no Occalion 
for any further) but Proceed ro make ſome Seaſonable inferences 
om 1r, a ' ils - 4 | 

And firſt, If God Interpoſe by Particular Wills, in the 
Government of Mankind, Princes upon whoſe Adminiſtration 
rhe intereſt of human Society, more immediately depends, mult 
be Eſteem'd rhe Peculiar Charge of his Providence, not only, as 
ro his protecting them from viſible ' Dangers, and unſeen Acci- 
dents, and Conſpiracys, which the Annals of all Government's 
atford us ſignal Inſtances of; but what I more.particularly-intend 
here, tis Inſpiring them with Heroick motions, and Reſoluti- 
ons; and his directing or infatuating their Counſels, as he ſees 
fit. So the wiſeſt of Princes tells us, that, The Kings heart is in 
the Hand of the Lord, as the Rivers of Water be turneth it whither 
ſoever he will, Prov. 21. 1. And Chap. 16. 10. 4 Divine Sen- 
taner is in the Lips of the King. Which tho it be a very bad 
Argument of the Remiſh Doctors for the 1nfallibility of the Pope 
tis an Excellent Inſtruction to Princes to Purſue rhe Paths o 
Virtue, and Religion, and Imply's at leaſt to ſuch as do, a liberal 
Promits of God's Inſpiring them in a Singular manner, with the 
Spirit of Government. Such was that Spirit, which came upon 
San, when he was Anointed King, which Directed Solomn in 
his Determination, concerning the true Mother of the Child, 
and what David upon his great Offence, Hal. 51. 12th, Is Sup- 
pos'd to pray for the Reſtitution of. Lig. x. 

Tis to he aſcribd to the conduct of this Spirit, that Her 
Majeſty had no ſooner Aſcended the Ihrone, but a viſible Suc- 
ceſs attended Her in all Her Conſultatious at Home, and Her 
Operations abroad. So that we ſoon Obſerv'd a General and 
happy turn of Affairs to the Advantage of our * the Mor- 
tiſication of the Common Enemy, and the Glory of England; theſe 
were Viſible Effects of che Favour of Heaven upon her Majeſtys 
Adminiſtration and Arms; being indeed Effects, when we con- 
fider'd che United Powers of Franc: and Spain, beyond Viſib 
Canſes, beyond our Hopes, and the Fears of our Enemys; and 
in one Action particularly, conlid d in all it's * 
e | except · 
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(except thoſe, wherein God fo ſignaſly fought the Battles of 

I ael, ) beyond Examples, tho it ought not to Obſcure the 
lory of that Gallant Action, whereof we now rejoyce, 

Let us Rejoyce in hope that the ſame Spirit will preſide in 
Her Majeſty's counſels of State and Warr, while ſhe firs upon 
che Throne of Her Fathers, If we cannot always Penctrate in- 
to the Motives of Her conduct, let us acquieſce in the Sub- 
miſſion, that is due to thoſe who repreſent the Soveraiga Pow- 
er; Princes may have Wiſe Reaſons for the Meaſures they take, 
tho, thoſe Reaſons do not appear to us. Twas never the Char- 
acter of Church Men to Entertain Jcaiouſys and Suſpictons, 
much leſs to Foment them, and give Umbrage to the Govern. 
ment. Tho one would Imagin by the Violent and Virulent 
Manner, where with the Church is ſo Opeuly Inſulted, that 
Church Men and Phanaticks had chang'd ſides with reſpect to 
their Notions of Govenrment and Principles of Obedience. 

This appears Particularly from a Libel, call'd an Anſwer to 
the Memorial of the Church of England, wherein every Man 1s 
Repreſented as an Enemy to the Government, to Her Majeſty, 
and the Proreſtant Succeſſion, that the Libeller is pleasd to 
Term a high Church-Man ; and every Man is in Direct Terms 
repreſented a high Church-man, that Aſſents to, or Approves the 
fifth Canon of our Church, that is (or Iam fure ought to be) 
every Miniſter of it, that is not Guilty of Colluſion and a pre- 
varication he is aſham'd to own; So that by this account, Her 
Majeſty has not one conſcientious Clergyman in the Kingdom, that 
ought to have the Benefit of her Protection: were ſuch a ſorry 
Anſwer worth the Notice of the Church of England, it de- 
ſerves the ſame Treatment the Memoriall met with. _ | 

But I hope. we are nor to be Banter'd out of a Principle, the 
Church has always Diſtinguiſh'd it ſelf upon; or our of t ofe juſt 
hopes we have of Her Majeſty's Deſigns, for the Benefit and 
Glory of it; Her known AlfeChon to the Church before Her Ac- 
ccſhon to the Crown, in times when it was moſt Dangerous to 
own it, and the Royal Aſſurances of Fayour to it ſince, are incon- 
teſtable proots of the Sincerity of Her Deſigns. Her Majeſty will 
never forget a Promiſs, which Her faithful Subjects, and Sons of 
the Church of England, will always think themſelves oblig'd to 
Remember. | 9 

Secondly, From what hath been ſaid we have an Excellent Ar- 
gument to ſupport us againſt 8 inſults of Popular fury, and in- 
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fatuation God frequently opens the Eyes and turns the Heart of 
2 People iu the full Career of their Diſorders : tho their Re- 
covery is mare hopleſs, when they are under the Impreſſions of 
a Heady and Miſtaken Zeal; when they confound the Names and 
Ditinftions of Virtue and Vice. Call Evil Good, and Good Evil, 
put Bi/te: for Sweet, and Sweet for Bitter: A Man that'thorugh inad- 
vertency, or being agitated with a violent Paſſion; -Engages in a 
Crimi nal Action, 15 in a hopefull way of TEL and Corresct- 
ing himſelf when he comes to Conſider; but when we do-1!} 
things under the Notion of doing God and Religion, our 
Friends and Country, good Service, here the Diſeaſe is more 
latent, and Difficultly removed, as being Scared both in the Will 
and'Aﬀetions, and in an Erroneous Judgment, and therefore the 
great Deceiver of Mankind never puts tbem upon ill Deſigns, 
t he Colours them with ſpecious Names, and Splendid appear- 
ances, and Gilds over the Fiend as it were with a Glory, 
Ti Wonderful to conſider what great things have been done by 
the mere Twang of two or three good Words in the Mouths 
of Men, whoſe buſineſs was another thing. Reformation, Li- 

berty, and Property, and the Work of the Lord, have been ve 

Serviceable in their time, and in their Way; but they muſt a 
bew betore the grave Can't of Moderation: By Virrue of this 
Jargon (which tis no hard matter to Decipher, but which ſerves 
"welFenongh'ro Buble the Populace ) Men of truly Chriſtian and 
Charitable Principles, (by which T underſtand Moderation,) arc 
dreſd vp in the molt Horrid and Frightful diſguiſe. of Violence, 
ard Perſecution, that our Venerable Mother ſeems almoſt ar 
*2"lof to Diſtmgitiſh her true and Genuine Sons, from a Spuri- 
Gus. and Forteign Brood, but there is certainly a medium be- 
"twixt a Sneaking ard a Perſecuting Spitit, and a Criterion to judge 
of it. Chriſtianity at the ſame time it difpoſes us to all Offices 
of Charity. meckncſe and Forbcarance, Inſpires us with a Spirit 
of Fortitude, and greatneſs of Mind, if nothing will content 
Men, but to make the Vertue of Moderation conſiſt in Low*and 
poor Stfbmiſfians, in $ ifling the Sentiments of Honour, and 
on Fience, and Gratitucle, we ſhall nor envy them the Character 
"2nd Reputation of Moderate Men; Tho' in the true Notion of 
Alis Virtone, there is no Church in the World can put in fo 
cd a Claim, none of any Age, that in Condeſcention to the 
5 of Men.” cver ſiiſſer'd it's Doctrine and Diſcipline, to 
be fc Oc: ly and Publickly Affronted as the Church of Erglond. 
iE N | > -* is 
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Tis an Objection our Adverſarys with all their Artifices cannot 
get off, that they nevcr diſcovered an equal Temper towards the 
Church when rhey had Power in their Hands: we have a Freſn 
but God knows a Melancholy inſtance of this in a Neighbouring 
Kir gdom; and the tame Principles will every where diſpoſe Men 
to the Same Practiceſſes. 4 | 
But while the Hearts of Men are in the hands of God, we 
have the leſs Reaſon to fear the Effects of Violence, and an in- 
temperate Zeal ; the Pſalmift in the Words of my Text, makes 
it an Argument of equal Power to Calm the Rage of the Seas, 
and of an Infatuated People, but God has more than once Re- 
markably Interpo'd in favour of this Church, and Nation, to 
Stop the current of Popular Diſtractions, and when he ſees good, 
can do it again. | | 
Thirdly, If God in the Government of the Moral World Inter- 
ſe by Particular —_— we ought upon all Occaſious to do our 
ty, and to truſt the Event to him: no Exigencey of Affairs 
Will uſtif our recourſe to finful Meaſures, neither are we to 
be Diverted from appearing in the neceſſary Defence of Truth 
and Religion, from any conſideration of Intereſt, or the Iniquity 
of the Times: *Tis no Wonder corrupt States men take Nell 
Ply fram ſuch Conſiderations, they have done it in all Ages. 
But the great Scandal to Religion is, when Men who ought to 
Diſtinguiſh themſelves by their Piety, fall in with ſuch Vicicus 
and looſe Politicks; we are not to Tempt God by Dangerous 
and unneceſſary expedients; but where the Honour and Intexeſt ot 
Religion, or the Prevention of Scandalous Arts and Practiſſeß, 
require proper | Meaſures, | there lyes an Obligation upon us to 
them, and while we act Conſcientiouſly, we haye a mnch ſuter 
Anchor of hope in the Divine Providence than in the Trickiſh 
Arts, and Subrer fuges of the moſt Cunning Men: Corrupt Poli- 
ticks may ſucceed for a time, but pure und undefil'd Religion 
is à ſaſe and Stable Foundation to Build gur Hopes of Peace 
and Proſperity upon; tho were this a fals Maxim no Objection 
againſt acting upon a Principle of Conſcience, is of any weight 
to a Chriſtian: Were it a good Plea, that the times, or other 
Secular views, will not bear a faithful dicharge, of our Dnty, 
Chriſtianiry had betn ſtifled in it's infancy; and if it do not ſtill 
raiſe us, above ſuch low Regards, we ha better be ſilent, as to 
the Power and Efficacy of it. 100 *. "Thick 
| | | | . $4 to hete 
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* There was no Perſon Condeſcended more to the Prejudices of 
the _ and the Impreſſions of a miſguided Zeal, than the great 
Apoſtle St. Paul, yer he was ſo far from thinking it a Tolerati- 
on to convenient Compliances, that the times would come, wherc- 
in Men would not bear found Doctrine 2 Tim. 4. 3. That for 
this very Reaſon he charges Timothy in the moſt awfull, . 
ſolemn manner, before God and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, that be Preac 
the word, that be be inſtant in Seaſon and out of Seaſon , whatever 
Difficultys or Oppoſition he might meet with; that be Reprove 
rebuke Exbort; there is a Scaſon for bearing with Men in their 
Errors in Indifferent things, and while they Act upon the Prin- 
ciple of a well meaning, tho' Erroneous Conſcience, But there is 
no Seaſon for Hypocriſy and Prophanefs, or for the Violation 
of rhe molt Sacred Inſtirutions of Religion, and Religious Teſts 
or for Tolerating Men in them: If it be our Duty at all times to r 
Rebuke ſuch Offences, no time can be Inexpedient for Authority 
to Reſtrain them. 507 571 | 
| | Tis very hard, that worthy Members of our Church, for 
| acting Conformably to this Apoftolical Charge, are repreſented 
| | | under abuſive Characters, and Invidious Names of Diſtinction; 
1h not that there is, we hope, any ſuch Grounds for the Diſtincti- 
on as our Adverſarys would have us think and pleaſe themſelves > 
. ih the thoughts of; the Bufineſs of the Diſcriminating 
Names, contriv d by Ill Men to Create miſunderſtandings amon 
us, is to Point out thoſe, who were for, or againſt a Law, whi 
generally was acknowledged Reaſonable, on both ſides: the 
| main Gbjection lay againſt ſome Particular hardſhips of it. O- a 
ul | thers thought Indulgence to the Diſſenters the only means to mol- 
1 lify, them and bring them to a Temper of Conſideration, of which 
we have ſeen no great Effects, where we ſeem'd to have had the 
| beſt Expectations of that kind; we ought not however to con- 
clude from either of theſe Reaſons, that all thoſe who went up- 
on them had deſigns to the Prejudice of the Church, . nothing 
can be more unjuſt, than ſnch an Imputation: Perſons may have 
the ſame Ends, the they cannot agree about the means of com- 
ing at them. If there be any, that deſire to go into the Dif- 
tinction of Low Church, upon in deſigns of Reducing the Church 


— gr—_ 


* 


to a Level, in fayour of a Faction, or to ſhow their Gratitude to 
it, or out of an Inclination t Embroyl themſelves, we hope they 

e Inconſiderable for their number, the Church does not ſtand in 
nerd of Men of Turbulent Spirits. Juſt reaſoning is a much: bet- 
der 


— 
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(17) 
ter Qualification for her Service, than Noiſe, and Harangue. But 
as to the main Body of our Clergy and 1 74 we Preſume they 
have their Eyes open; and are both ſo Wiſe and Conſcientious 


as not to be Impos'd upon, and alicnated in their Tempers, and 
Affections, by a {ett of unhappy avec! Diſtinctions, contriy'd on 
purpoſs to Foment Enmity, and Diviſion among them. 


I ſhall conclude all with the Excellent Collect of 
our Church, 0 Lord we beſeech, let thy continual Pity 
cleanſe and defend thy Church, and becauſe it cannot con- 
tinue in ſafety without thy Succour, preſerve it ervermore 
by thy help and Goodneſs, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 


FINIS. 
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